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at Tumbus, near the Halfa-Dongola boundary. One
of these is a long inscription cut on the face of a large
boulder, which stands beside the modern road, and it
records military operations and the building of a fort.
On the side of this same boulder is a votive inscription
of the viceroy Meri-u-mes of the time of Amenophis III.
Near by, on boulders by the river, are inscribed the names
and titles of Thothmes I. On the opposite side of the
road is a quarry from which, grey granite was obtained
both in New Empire and Ethiopian times. The un-
finished statue now to be seen here is Ethiopian, and was
probably intended to be a companion statue to the large
figure of Atlanersa (653-643 B.C.) which is now in the
Merowe museum. On the island of Tumbus there is an
unimportant inscription and also the remains of a fort.
This may originally have been the fort referred to in the
inscription of Thothmes I, but it has been rebuilt and re-
occupied in comparatively modern times.
The last Egyptian viceroy of whom we have record
was in office from about 1100 B.C. to 1090 B.C. By this
time the second Egyptian occupation had lasted nearly
five centuries and Ethiopia had become completely
Egyptianised. And though the surviving records for the
next three hundred years contain practically no mention
of Ethiopia, the country doubtless continued to form part
of the Egyptian dominions through the period of unstable
government and internal confusion which followed the
decline of the New Empire.
Ethiopian Period.    750-300 B.C.
When Ethiopia next appears in the Egyptian records
the so-called Ethiopian dynasty had established itself at
Napata.